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us that " the cloisters kept hospitality, let out their farms
at a reasonable price, nourished schools, brought up youth
in good letters ", while their successors " did none of these
things ". His testimony is borne out by other writers, and
Brinklow asserts (1542) that " but for the faith's sake . . .
it had been more profitable no doubt for the commonwealth
that they had remained still in their hands. For why?
They never enhanced their rents nor took so cruel fines as
do our temporal tyrants"1. This is the evidence of men
who were strongly in favour of the Reformation, and may
be accepted as all the more impartial.

Their con.-      It is worth while to notice that More wrote about 1515
before the monasteries were dissolved, and the monastic
houses are also attacked in other pre-Reformation writings,
for example, in William Roy's Rede me and be nott wrothe
(c. 1527) and in A Proper Dyaloge betwene a Gentillman and
a Husbandman (1530)2.   On the other hand, Becon, Lever
and Brinklow wrote after the dissolution when the monas-
teries, whatever their conduct had been, shone by com-
parison with their successors.   Another piece of evidence
supports the conclusion that on the whole the monks were
not deeply implicated in the agrarian revolution, as recent
writers often maintain.   We should expect to find indica-
tions of a general conversion of arable into pasture, if any-
where, on the lands retained by the monastic establish-
ments in their direct ownership.   But, on the contrary, the
extent of the arable on the demesne appears scarcely less
than the extent of the pasture3.   The monks had every
inducement to swim with the tide  and become sheep-
farmers.   Grazing was more profitable and involved less
outlay than tillage ;   above all, the monasteries lived in
daily fear of dissolution and would be tempted to seek for
immediate returns on their capital.   In the light of these
considerations we may well agree that the figures of monastic
tillage are  eloquent4.    The  Government  recognized the
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